PSYC 234
Exam 1 (Essay)

The length of your answer for each question should be about 300-400 words.
Submit your answer (with the question: it is easier to grade) to BB by 10pm on Tuesday (2/2).
Please submit a word or pdf file. Your submission is not accepted until it is readable.
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1. Define the concepts of adaptation, assimilation and accommodation in Piaget’s theory. Explain how the balance between assimilation and accommodation varies over time with regard to cognitive equilibrium with examples. What are the several problems that modern researchers have with Piaget’s sensorimotor stage? Explain it with brief summary of Piaget’s first stage of Cognitive development. What are Piaget’s contributions to the field of research on infant cognition?

2. What influence does heredity and environment have on development?  Explain it with examples of at least two areas of the following: language development, personality development, perceptual development, and social development. Describe the concept of gene-environment correlation, and explain how the kinship studies are used in the field of developmental science of this issue.

